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Wimborne-Valognes Twinning Association

NEWSLETTER
OCTOBER 2021Wimborne: www.wvta.org.uk

Valognes: www.sites.google.com/site/cjvalogneswimborne/

President’s Message

At long last we are finally getting back in some sort of
routine. It was lovely to see so many of you who
attended the special evening commemorating the life
and contribution of our late Secretary, Norman Payne.
John Read made a marvellous speech, and at the end,
we all raised our glasses to Norman, who I hoped would
have been proud. It was also a special occasion to give
thanks to Velda (see Page 2),  it was just a perfect
evening, and in the process we raised nearly £190 for
the Dreamflight charity.

There is an awful lot going on behind the scenes, apart
from organising next year’s events, we are also hoping
to have a stall at the Christmas light switch-on which is
on 27th November 2021. If possible we are aiming to
sell hot dogs and vin chaud. I would be very grateful,
if you could spare an hour or two during the day and
evening to help us out. It’s a great opportunity for us
not only to raise income but also to raise our profile.
If you could let me know if you are available for an hour
long stint and at what time of day that would be greatly
appreciated. In addition, if anyone has flasks, or some
sort of portable gas stoves to boil water please let me
know.

My apologies if this update sounds a bit like me putting
the begging bowl out, but I need your help. In the
meantime, we have a quiz night to look forward to,
which is practically sold out and the wine tasting
evening is ready to go

There are other things in the pipeline which I will
update you on in due course, in the meantime stay
safe, and I hope you will enjoy our last events of the
year.

Look forward to seeing many of you again, very soon.

Best wishes

2021 Dates

Quiz evening
Thursday 28 October, 7.30 pm
at Wimborne Royal British Legion

Wine tasting evening
Friday 3 December, 7.30 pm
at St Catherine’s Church Hall

Wimborne Christmas lights switch-on
Saturday 27 November
The Square, Wimborne

2022 Dates

Annual General Meeting
Thursday 10 February, 7.30 pm
at St Catherine’s Church Hall

Poisson D’Avril
Thursday 31 March or Friday 1 April TBA
Pancakes will be served

French members visit Wimborne
for the Folk Festival
Friday 10 - Monday 13 June
Including dinner at Crane Valley Golf Club on
Saturday 11 June

Bar-B-Q chez Cathy Thompson
Saturday 16 July

President’s garden party
Mid August - date and venue TBA

Quiz night
October
Date, time and venue TBA

Wine tasting
Friday 9 December
Time and venue TBA

Owing to some uncertainty of the requirements for providing a stall at
the Christmas lights switch-on, the Committee have decided not to
organise a stall at this event. Volunteers are no longer required
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At the recent members
evening we thanked Velda for
her huge contribution over the
years and presented her with
some flowers and a small gift.
The photo shows Velda
accepting the flowers.

Sitting by Velda is John Read
who gave a moving speech
remembering our late
Secretary, Norman Payne.

61 - 63 Leigh Road,
Wimborne

01202 882615

An evening to remember

New online event forms
We are introducing Google Forms as an easier way to
request places at events. Links to the event forms will be
found on the Programme page of the WVTA website and
may also be be sent out by email. Use your smartphone,
IPad, laptop or other device to follow the link to the form
and submit your details and requirements online.

Payment is made by BACS transfer or cheque as with the
current booking system. In the future we may be able to
integrate the forms with an online payment system.

The first online form will be for the Wine Tasting evening
on 3 December (see Page 3). Paper booking forms will
continue to be available in the Newsletter and on the
website unless we decide they are no longer required. SA
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http://www.wvta.org.uk/programme.html
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Book now for the
Annual Wine Tasting Evening
on the theme of Ancient and Modern

7.30 pm, Friday 3 December 2021
at St Catherine’s Church Hall, Wimborne

 £15 per person
Peter invites you to compare a selection of traditional style wines

with those of more modern producers.

A light supper will be served. Please bring your own glasses, plates and cutlery.

I/We ( ..... Persons ) wish to attend the Wine Tasting night and enclose a cheque for
£............, payable to the WVTA

Name:            Contact number and/or email

An online booking form is available on the
Programme page of the WVTA website.

Please book by Friday 26 November.

Bookings are secured by payment which can be made
by bank transfer or cheque.

Payment by bank transfer

Sort code: 40-46-37 (HSBC)
Account no: 01403729
Account name: WVTA

 Reference: WineTast

Please advise Peter Brooks of the payment.

Tel: 01202 619892
email: phbrooks@hotmail.co.uk

Payment by cheque

Make the cheque, payable to WVTA, complete your
details in the slip below and return it with the cheque
to:

WVTA Treasurer,
 9 Bourne Court,
 Wimborne,
 BH21 1DF

http://www.wvta.org.uk/programme.html
mailto:phbrooks@hotmail.co.uk
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Lisa will welcome you at -

open:  Monday - Saturday
7.30am to 4.30pm

10a, Mill Lane, Wimborne, BH21 1JQ
phone:   0781 6462 184

all day breakfast, lunches, teas

My name is David Nicholls and I am chairman of
Ringwood Table Tennis Club. Here I am on the right
with three other players from the club.

The town of Ringwood is twinned with Pont Audemer in
Normandy, not far from LeHavre, and for the last
twenty five years our club has been enjoying reciprocal
matches against the table tennis club there. One year
we go there for a long weekend and the next year they
come to us. Our French guests stay with us when we
are hosting and when we go there they put us up so
that we can experience living with a French family and
vice versa.

The table tennis is hard fought (although they usually
win) but great fun and on the Saturday night the hosts
lay on a dinner at a local venue.

Jean Legrix, the mayor of Pont Audemer plays for the
club and here he is on the left with one of their teams.

He is a very friendly chap and quite a good ping pong
player too! Imagine my surprise though when my wife
and I met him in Giverny some 75 miles from his home
town and with no connection with the exchange visits
at all. We had booked into a hotel in Giverny to go to
see Monet’s garden with the lake festooned with the
water lilies which feature in so many of his paintings.
After an agreeable afternoon looking at the house and
gardens we returned to the hotel and who should be
sitting on the table next to us in the restaurant, but
Jean Legrix. Small world!

Unfortunately we have not been able to arrange visits
to France for the last two years due to Covid, but we
hope to resume as soon as possible and I can certainly
recommend extending the social and cultural benefits
of twinning to include sporting competition.

Ringwood - Pont Audemer Table Tennis Twinning
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Résidence le France, Veules-les-Roses
Chris Webb describes the seaside town of Veules-les-Roses in Normandy where he once owned an appartment.
Chris provides the English and the French text; the latter has been checked and slightly amended by Michael
Evans and his French daughter-in-law, who describe Chris’s French as very good.

Certains pays comme le Pays de Galles sont masculins,
tandis que d'autres comme la belle France sont féminins.
En France, le bâtiment dans lequel je possédais un
appartement était à l'origine un hôtel et, parce que
'hôtel' est masculin, il s'appelait l'Hôtel le France et
lorsqu'il a fermé, il est devenu Résidence le France. Il était
situé dans le joli village balnéaire de Veules-les-Roses, à
vingt kilomètres au sud-ouest de Dieppe. En 2013, il est
arrivé 6ème d'un concours national pour trouver le village
français préféré voté par l'audience de la chaîne de
télévision française France2.

Le village est très beau avec ses chaumières à pans de
bois recouverts de roses. Une rivière qui se jette
directement dans la mer s'appelle un fleuve. La Veules,
avec une longueur de 1149 mètres, est le fleuve le plus
court de France.  L’eau de sa source est très pure et est
utilisée pour cultiver du cresson.

La population du village est d'environ 600 personnes et
les commerces sont typiques pour une population de
cette taille. Il y a une boucherie, une boulangerie, une
épicerie, un brocante, une boutique de souvenirs pour
accessoires de plage, un casino et bien sûr deux salons de
coiffure.

Le casino dispose de tables de jeux, de machines à sous,
d'un restaurant, d'un bar et d'une piste de danse. Parce
que le casino ne ferme pas avant 4 heures du matin, il y a
parfois des clients heureux mais bruyants qui se
promènent dans le village tard dans la nuit.

Il y a de hautes falaises de chaque côté de la plage et en
été, quand il pleut, le parking peut être presque vide.
Cependant, lorsque le soleil brille, il est amusant de
s'asseoir sur la falaise et de regarder les automobilistes se
précipiter sur le parking à la recherche d'une place,
surtout lorsque deux voitures tentent de se garer sur le
même espace.

Some countries like Wales are male, while others
like the beautiful France are female. The building in
which the apartment I owned in France was
originally a hotel and, because 'hotel' is masculine,
it was called the Hotel le France and when it closed
it became Résidence le France. It was located in
the pretty seaside village of Veules-les-Roses,
twenty kilometers southwest of Dieppe. In 2013, it
came 6th in a national competition to find the
favourite French village voted by the audience of
the French television channel France2.

The village is very beautiful with thatched cottages
with half-timbered walls covered with roses. A
river that flows directly to the sea is called a fleuve.
The Veules is the shortest river in France at 1149
meters. The source of the Veules has very pure
water and is used to grow watercress.

The population of the village is around 600 people
and businesses are typical for one of this size.
There is a butcher, a bakery, a grocery store, an
antique shop, a souvenir shop for beach
accessories, a casino and of course two ladies
hairdressers.

The casino has gaming tables, slot machines, a
restaurant, bar and dance floor. Because the casino
doesn't close until 4 a.m., sometimes there are
happy, but noisy customers walking through the
village late at night.

There are high cliffs on either side of the beach and
in the summer when it rains the parking lot can be
almost empty. However, when the sun is shining it
is fun to sit on the cliff and watch motorists rush
around the car park looking for a place, especially
when two cars are trying to enter the same space.

The photos are courtesy of Tripadvisor.
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BRITTANY FERRIES - Concessions
Brittany Ferries are unable to offer discounts to WVTA members at the moment.

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING
in this newsletter- £15 or 25 euros a year; Includes free entry on our web site www.wvta.org.uk

WVTA members
private adverts are FREE

Contact the Editor

Les publicités commerciales dans ce bulletin ainsi que sur notre site Internet ne coûtent que 25 euros par an.
Les annonces à titre privé des membres des associations de jumelage sont gratuites.

The newsletter is edited and set by Graham Richards, tel: 01258 857341   e-mail contributions to:
editor@wvta.org.uk

or send clear copy to 10 Jubilee Way, Sturminster Marshall, Wimborne, BH21 4JU
deadlines : 15 Dec, 15 Mar, 15 June, 15 Sept

Local French language courses
Weekly U3A self-help group

contact Groups Secretary

tel: 01258 840622

or get a U3A leaflet from the library at
Colehill, Wimborne or Corfe Mullen,

or visit www.wimborneu3a.org.uk

Beginners, “refreshers”,
improvers, GCSE

one-to-one, or small groups

- contact Christina Phillippo

tel: 01202 699075

(fully qualified French teacher)

Twinning Websites
Wimborne: www.wvta.org.uk

Valognes:
www.sites.google.com/site/cjvalogneswimborne

Dorset Twinning Association: www.twinning.org.uk

WVTA Committee

For enquiries regarding membership and exchange visits
please contact the President or Treasurer.

President:
David Emes

07885 791368
president@wvta.org.uk

Treasurer:
Peter Brooks

01202 619892
treasurer@wvta.org.uk

Secretary:
Mike Shapcott

secretary@wvta.org.uk

Town Council
Representative:

Louise Hinks

Others:
Maya Chatterjee
Bobbie Chinnick
Damaris Eaton

Sue Hansen
Chris Webb

Mike Wharfe

Archivist:
Malcolm Lowe
01202 694037

20 Edwina Drive,
Poole, BH17

archive@wvta.org.uk

Newsletter & Webmaster:
Graham Richards

01258 857341
editor@wvta.org.uk

webmaster@wvta.org.uk
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http://www.wimborneu3a.org.uk
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